
Johnston Heights Secondary School 

Academic Honesty Policy 

 

Students at Johnston Heights Secondary School are expected to put forth the best of their 

academic abilities and effort towards all their courses throughout their schooling, from 

Grade 8 to Grade 12. Academic honesty and integrity means respecting and ascribing to 

the principles of learning that honour the intrinsic value of education and the importance 

of rigorous curricula and authentic assessment practices. Maintaining academic integrity 

means that students are expected to be responsible learners who complete all in-class and 

out-of-class assignments/assessment pieces in an honest manner that most accurately and 

authentically represent their best level of learning and understanding. Johnston Heights 

Secondary School’s expectations are consistent with IB’s Middle Years Program’s 

Learner Profile of what is means to be Principled: acting with “integrity and honesty.”    

 

Students at Johnston Heights Secondary School are also expected to familiarize 

themselves with what constitutes academic dishonesty and why participating in academic 

dishonesty is detrimental to their learning. According to the IB Organization’s definition 

of academic misconduct, academic dishonesty is defined as such, 

 

a. plagiarism—this is defined as the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the 

ideas, words or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit 

acknowledgment  

b. collusion—this is defined as supporting academic misconduct by another candidate, 

for example, allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another  

c. misconduct during an IB on-screen examination (for example, taking unauthorized 

material into an examination, behaviour that disrupts the examination or distracts other 

candidates, communicating with another candidate)  

d. any other behaviour that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the 

results of another candidate (for example, falsifying a community service record, 

disclosure of information to and receipt of information from candidates about the content 

of an onscreen examination within 24 hours after the examination via any form of 

communication/media).  

Johnston Heights Secondary School also considers academic dishonesty as, 

• Bringing in and concealing notes to be used during a quiz/test/exam 

• Writing notes on one’s self and using them during a quiz/test/exam 

• Looking at a fellow student’s answers and using them while writing a 

quiz/test/exam 

• Giving and/or receiving test questions/answers before a quiz/test/exam 

• Giving and/or receiving test questions/answers during a quiz/test/exam 

• Copying a peer’s homework assignment 



• Letting a peer copy one’s homework assignment quiz/test/exam 

• Taking pictures of a quiz/test/exam to be shared with others 

• Accessing a mobile device during a quiz/test/exam 

• And any other act that compromises the academic integrity of the course is 

considered an act of academic dishonesty 
 

In addition to refraining from participating in academic dishonesty, students are expected 

to understand that if they partake in it, there are consequences for their actions. 

According to the IB Organization, being Principled means, “We take responsibility for 

our actions and their consequences.” Depending on the frequency of the offence, the 

severity of the situation, the context of the circumstance and the academic history of the 

student, a number and/or combination of the following repercussions could result: 

 
• The student may receive no credit for the assessment piece that was academically 

compromised 

• The student may have to demonstrate his or her learning in an alternative 

assignment 

• The student’s transgression will be documented on a school Referral Form 

• The student’s report card will indicate the following comment: “This student 

participated in academic dishonesty.” 

• The receiving of internal and/or external academic awards may be jeopardized 

• The receiving of internal and/or external academic scholarships may be 

jeopardized 

• The student’s parents/guardians will be informed of the academic transgression 

• Further administrative actions, such as a suspension, may be taken 

 

Even though there are clear consequences regarding academic dishonesty, Johnston 

Heights Secondary School’s academic honesty policy is less punitive in spirit and more 

educational in intent. 
 


