
Johnston Heights Secondary School 

International Mindedness Policy 

In accordance with the Multiculturalism Acts of Canada and B.C., the B.C. Ministry of Education’s Policy on 

Diversity for B.C. Schools, language within the new B.C. Education Plan, and the Surrey School District’s Policy 

on Safe and Caring Schools, Johnston Heights Secondary School strives to promote a working and learning 

environment that values and advocates open-mindedness, understanding, sensitivity and respect founded on 

the principles of diversity, inclusivity and equity.   

Rationale: 

Taking into account the beliefs, customs, practices, languages and uniqueness of individuals and groups, we 

believe in ensuring that distinctions among learners do not impede their participation in school, their mastery 

of learning outcomes and core competencies, nor their ability to become contributing members of society.   

We have several reasons for developing a policy on International Mindedness at JHSS: 

1. It is important to have a clear perspective on how and why we engage in various cultures both within 

our school and the world.  It is a piece of self-reflection that we should all strive to do as professionals. 

2. The new BC Ed Plan's Core Competencies stress student understanding of a personal and positive 

cultural identity that includes the awareness, understanding and appreciation of one's own ancestry, 

culture, language, beliefs and perspectives in a multicultural society. 

3. The aim of the Middle Year’s Program is to develop internationally minded people. 

4. In order for our students to become internationally minded, they need to see us modeling these values 

on a daily basis with each other and them. 

 

International Mindedness Policy 

At Johnston Heights Secondary School, we strive through our curriculum, our extra-curricular activities, our 

School Code of Conduct, and our personal service and daily interaction with others, to embody a disposition of 

International Mindedness in order to foster a school and greater community that is equitable for all people.  

Taking into account the beliefs, customs, practices, languages and differences of individuals and groups, the 

Johnston Heights Secondary community will: 

• Work and learn by a set of cross-cultural expectations of behavior 

• Respectfully challenge behaviors which counter these expectations when they occur and to do so with 

a spirit of inquiry and a desire for learning and understanding 

• Accept and respect diversity, having empathy, understanding, open-mindedness and curiosity about 

those whose lives and opinions might be different than our own 

• Teach and learn by a set of philosophical principles and a body of knowledge that helps our school 

community to understand: 

o Our role and responsibilities as Canadians within an international community 

o The values that give priority to ecological sustainability, global interdependence, social justice 

for all the world’s people, peace, human rights, and mutually beneficial processes of economic, 

social and cultural development (CIDA 1994) 

• Practice our understanding locally, nationally and internationally in service projects  


