
 

JOHNSTON HEIGHTS SECONDARY SCHOOL 

LANGUAGE POLICY 

 

Introduction 

The purpose of the language policy is to inform and guide teaching and learning in the 

Middle Years Program. It also provides a framework for the curriculum and outlines our 

goal of fostering an international-minded community of learners. This document is an 

outline of the philosophy and practices surrounding language acquisition and the 

maintenance of mother tongue at Johnston Heights Secondary School.  

 

Language policy philosophy 

Johnston Heights is a diverse community of learners. We value multiculturalism and 

believe that our students’ cultural backgrounds and identities should be valued and shared. 

The opportunities to learn a new language and to develop one’s first language are equally 

important. Multilingualism opens doors to opportunities and relationships and facilitates 

global communication.  

As language stands at the heart of communication, all teachers at Johnston Heights are 

language teachers. Every educator is committed to supporting students who speak another 

language at home. We also value parents and the community as important resources. They 

support the various languages found in our school and help to maintain mother tongue 

fluency. Through language and literacy, our students will become excellent communicators 

who are able to contribute to society as responsible, international-minded, global citizens.  

 

Language policy objectives 

• To promote the development of language skills: speaking, writing, listening, and 

reading. 

• To enable students to learn and use language in a variety of contexts. 

• To promote the understanding and enjoyment of literature. 

• To explore different perspectives through language. 

• To allow students to express themselves through language.  

• To commit to providing support for the mother tongue. 

 

 



 

School language profile 

In the 2015-2016 school year Johnston Heights has a population of approximately 1450 

students. It is a multicultural environment in which 48 different languages are spoken by 

students. These languages include: 

• Tagalog  305 

• Mandarin 85 

• Punjabi 83 

• Vietnamese 61 

• Arabic  53 

• Korean 50 

• Cantonese 48  

 

Language of instruction 

The language of instruction at Johnston Heights is English.  

 

Second language 

Students will learn both French and Spanish in grade 8. They will continue to develop their 

oral and written competence in one or both of these languages throughout all three years of 

the MYP. Both languages are also offered in grades 11 and 12.  

 

Mother Tongue support 

We recognize that many of our students speak another language at home and we are 

committed to supporting their mother tongue at school.  

Teachers 

• All teachers are language teachers and committed to supporting students both in 

English and their mother tongue.  

 

 

 



ELL Teachers 

• Work with classroom teachers to develop strategies and programs for individual 

students. 

• Provide targeted support for students with reception level English.  

 

Multicultural support workers 

• Provide school orientation for new students and families 

• Assist with communication between home and school 

• Facilitate cross-cultural understanding for families as well as school staff 

• Participate in school activities involving English language learner students 

• Provide information about the B.C. education system and school culture, such as 

expectations, programs, extra-curricular activities, etc 

• http://www.welcomecentre.sd36.bc.ca/workers.php 

 
 

Learning Commons 

 

• The teacher-librarian is committed to working with teachers to provide resources in 

a number of different languages in order to contribute to mother tongue support. 

 

 

Community 

 

• In class and after school peer tutoring programs provide students with 

opportunities to get support in their mother tongue.   

• Lunchtime tutoring is available weekly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


